
Bhuvaneshwari Nagar Clean-up Drive Walkathon - Report 
 

The chilly and foggy Sunday morning was almost a metaphorical setting to set off the 

alarm calls for the residents of Bhuvaneshwari Nagar in Hebbala towards a cleaner 

future. 

The idea of a clean-up walkathon and clean-up drive was conceptualized by a 

few motivated individuals on the 15th of August 2010. Seeing the apathy of the system 

towards waste management, they decided it was high time that they took things into 

their own hands. It wasn’t coincidental that they took a pledge of gaining 

independence from waste on the day India gained its independence. 
 

 
 

 

The initiative has been entirely driven by the citizens of Bhuvaneshwari Nagar without 

the interference of any corporator or politician. All the brains behind the initiative met 

regularly every week and put their thoughts to actions in a pilot clean up project on 

the 1st of November for 2nd Cross, Bhuvaneshwari Nagar. 

The wake up call of 9th January was a call for action, preluding the clean up 

drive on the16th of January. Invitations were given in the form of flyers to all 

residents, who in turn pledged their participation for the event on 16th. 



The walk was led by a very enthusiastic band from Sunrise School, Bhuvaneshwari 

Nagar, and the band led the march from the front with their drumroll. 

 

 
 

The march was very vibrant and visually appealing, with the participants using various 

posters and banners given by Green Commandos to get the residents out of their 

homes on the gloomy Sunday. Many motivating slogans were also raised to keep the 

energy levels up – “Wake up, wake up, let’s all charge up! Bhuvaneshwari 

Nagara, let’s all clean up!” 

 

 



The gathering was then addressed by Shalini, Vani and Akshay on SWMRT and Green 

Commandos, and Rashmi on the developments of the Environmental division of BBMP. 

 

The walkathon was also supported by the Bhuvaneshwari Nagarik Seva Samiti and 

Bhuvaneshwari Nagar Welfare Association, and also by ITC and BBMP. In the five 

hours of the walk (7:30am to 12:30pm), about 20 streets were covered and Rs. 

20,000 was raised for the drive on 16th January. The event was supported by 100+ 

enthusiastic supporters, including people from all age groups – ‘bachpan’ to ‘pachpan’.  

 

Harbingers of zero waste – Venugopal, Umesh Bhat, Vinayak Hegde, Debashish Manjrekar, Manoj and others 



The stage is now set for the clean-up drive scheduled on the 16th of January, 2011 

from 7:00am to 8:30am. ITC will make its presence felt by showing that it is willing to 

embrace new communities that are willing to go the extra mile to segregate waste 

and complete the loop of recycle. More than 500 volunteers are expected to turn up 

for the event, and the volunteers will be provided with garbage bags, gloves and 

safety masks. Wishing the residents of Bhuvaneshwari Nagar the best of luck to 

convert this brilliant initiative into a permanent habit. 

Let us show how that we are with the residents in their quest for zero waste!  

 

 

 
 

 

 

“If you want to go somewhere you have never been before, you 

have to take a path you have never taken before” 

 

To participate in the event, please call 99723 15305 or send a mail to 

y_akshay13@yahoo.com. 


