
GREEN COMMANDOS 
Environment Day Event Held At Jeevan Beema Nagar - 

Black Spot Elimination  
On the 5th of June, Sunday – a bunch of enthusiastic Green Commandos took the 

task of eliminating a black-spot on their shoulders. A black spot can be summarized 

aptly by the following photo. 

 

Once a part of a road becomes a black-spot, it is almost certain that it will remain 

so for a long long time to come. The effort by these 7 volunteers (Ankur, Renjini, 

Sanibh, Vidya, Saumya, Vikshut and Trilok) was to start this battle by cleaning up 

the area and learning the psyche of the people who throw garbage on roads. 



Armed with gloves, fork arms and levers, the volunteers attacked the 

plethora of garbage piled up in mounds at the site.  

 

Attracting the attention of many a passerby (and two street dogs as well), the 

volunteers were also accompanied by an inebriated individual, whose persistent 

conversation seemed slightly more challenging to face when compared to a 

truckload of garbage!  

Finally, the grueling cleaning task ended after two and a half hours, as the 

volunteers realized that they had just scratched the surface of the grave underlying 

problem – literally and metaphorically. Large plastic bags filled with garbage were 

picked up, as scheduled by the local BBMP authorities in the area. 



 

The volunteers realized that the only way they could ensure that their efforts could 

result to sustainable results was by talking to people around the black-spot. Going 

door to door, the volunteers spoke to residents and shop owners of the area about 

waste segregation at source, co operation of the Poura-Karmikas etc. The 

involvement and prompt feedback from the residents was of tremendous help in 

analyzing the situation in the area. Some points that were highlighted are: 

• People generally throw garbage on the road as a last resort as they find 

themselves feeling helpless due to lack of other options. 

• The BBMP contractor comes at 8:30-9am every day to pick up the waste. 

People are either already at office or are in a hurry to get there, so they don’t 

give the waste to the contractor. 

• People dump their waste on the black spot either late at night, around 

1130pm or early morning at 630am. Few families reasoned that they did this 

because they were afraid of stray dogs messing the garbage bag if kept 

outside so they preferred throwing it on the road. 



A brief discussion followed among the volunteers, expressing the inputs received. A 

few points that came out in the discussion were: 

• Efforts have to be made keeping the corporator and BBMP contractor in 

confidence. 

• Have Green Commandos stationed at the spot during late night and early 

morning for a while to talk to people who come to throw garbage. Also hold 

some awareness marches and drives around the area. 

• Find channels to empower residents to take on the issue in the right manner – 

possibly by including them in the setting up the system. 

With this effort, the volunteers departed, with discussions to meeting again soon. 

They deserve a pat on the back for making a start for clearing the glut of garbage in 

the city. The youngest of them all - Saumya Sachan deserves special mention for 

taking the baton in her hand and inspiring everyone. There’s still hope people! 

 


