
GREEN COMMANDOS  
Environment Day Event Held At Kengeri -          

10,000 Sapling Plantations with Punarathna 

Green Commandos connected some of its volunteers to the NGO called Punarathna 

(Save Earth to Save Your Self) for the 'Saplings Plantation' event organized by it. It 

was conducted on 'Go Green Day' in Kengeri as part of their World Environment Day 

initiatives. The event took place on 29th May and started at 9:30 am at Thurahalli 

Forest, Kengeri. 

There were many guests for the inauguration including corporator of that area, 

officers from the forest department and few other environment enthusiasts. They 

shared their views on what had driven them to encourage such an event. Few ideas 

were shared on imitating the system in other countries like US towards protecting 

the gardens, trees etc. For e.g. introducing toll to enter parks so that people do not 

take undue advantage of dirtying the place at their luxury, etc. The environment 

minister shared some details on how the government had already expressed the 

need for protecting and planting more trees and taken various initiatives towards it. 

Considerable budget has been approved by the Karnataka chief minister to bring 

back the 'Garden City' charm to our Bangalore. 

The inaugural function was held in an open ground, and started off by performing 

traditional “Pooja” for the saplings. Volunteers then walked a few meters to reach 

the Thurahalli forest area to plant the saplings. The inevitable question to be asked 

is that why the plantation was held in a forest, when there is so much barren land in 

Bangalore. The answer lies in the sad fact that the forest was pretty much destroyed 

and there were hardly any trees remaining there. This drive was an effort to 

replenish its lost beauty. 

To the volunteers’ pleasure, the event was very well organized. The pits were ready, 

saplings to be planted were kept next to each pit along with a stick. All that had to 

be done was to remove the sapling from the sack carefully, place it in the pit and 

cover it with the mud. The stick was used to tie the sapling to it with a rope to 

prevent the plant from sagging. Water was also kept ready in huge tanks. It was 



great to see people from all age groups, NCC school children, and also kids taking 

part with so much enthusiasm and zeal. 

One of our volunteers, Sujatha Vilvanathan had a conversation with the forest 

department inspector who was at the event. He revealed some information which is 

quite enlightening. 

1. According to him, the Government has already allocated some budget to 

facilitate planting trees and also sponsor for saplings and other related costs. 

2. He also informed that if someone needed to know more details about such 

initiatives, they can check with the corportor of their respective area to get 

details. They should be able to give more information on process for 

requesting funds.  

On asking about the procedure for conducting such an event in an individual’s area, 

his answer was: 

1. Examine the area where you want to plant the saplings - Where we would like 

to plant, How much area (in dimension) is available, what type of plants we 

would want, no of saplings, etc. 

2. Draft a proposal along with the cost estimate and submit it to the local 

area corporator. 

3. If the proposal is approved, coordinate with an NGO such as Green 

Commandos or Punaruthana to organize the event. Other NGOs can also be 

invited and an open invitation can be sent to the general public too to 

participate in the event depending on how big the event can get (based on no. 

of saplings you may plan to plant) 

The coordinator of the event, Akshaya Singh was very willing to support and conduct 

more such events across the city. 

Overall, it was a great experience for the volunteers and they got a good opportunity 

to exchange ideas and learn and collaborate with other NGOs. We are pleased that 

we could send our volunteers for such a well organized event. 

 


